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French, sometimes make excuses therefor, and try to
bring about some order; but it is all done so coldly,
and with so little authority, that it often augments
more than it remedies the evil.

All these fancies of these poor Barbarians, that we
are the ruin and the destruction of their country,
increase whenever some new misfortune happens to
them,— be it sickness, or famine, which is now prev-
alent in some parts of the country, especially in the
village of the Residence of 1a Conception,—imputing
to us all their afflictions, as if we were the cause
thereof, or, being able to furnish some remedy for
them, we would not do so.

[105] Because we predict to them the Eclipses of
the Moon and Sun, which they greatly fear, they
imagine that we are the masters of these, that we
know all future events, and that it is we who order
them. And with this idea, they address themselves
to us to know if their crops will succeed; where their
enemies are, and in what force they are coming,—
being unable to persuade themselves that we are not
wiser in all things than their sorcerers, who profess
to discover such secrets. And what confirms them
still more in their notion is that,—it being the
custom of the country in public necessities to have
recourse to the most famous Sorcerers, and these not
hesitating to promise wonders, provided they are
given presents,—we cannot, at such times, keep
silent, especially since we have Christians who are
found to be engaged and involved in such matters;
we speak, therefore, and say what we ought. But
forthwith, according to them, we are declared ar-
raigned and convicted of that of which they accuse
us,— of intending nothing else than the destruction



